
Household Hazardous Waste

PAINT DISPOSAL

Paints commonly used in households:

Water-based: latex - least harmful, pre-1992 paint may contain mercury;
Oil-based: enamel, lacquer, shellac and varnish - contains solvents;

Hobby or artist: coloring paints - may contain solvents or heavy metals;
Aerosols: spray paints - contain solvents and propellants.

What You Should Do With Leftover Paints

- Use them up or give them to someone who can.

- Dry unwanted latex paint outdoors, away from children and animals and discard with the household
trash in a plastic lined box.  Remove paint can lids so the trash removers can see that the cans are
empty or the paint is dry.  Call your local recycling coordinator to see if the empty cans and lids can be
recycled.

- Add kitty litter to completely dry the paint out.

- Unwanted oil-based paint should be brought to your local Household Hazardous Waste collection
event.

Always read the label for safety precautions, even if you are familiar with the product.
Remember, improper disposal of these products can harm the environment!

Store Unusable Paints Properly and Safely Before Disposal
- Keep the product in its original container with the label intact.
- Place leaking containers in larger, leak-proof containers clearly labeled with the contents.
- Store products out of reach of children and pets, away from heat, and away from the house, if

possible.

FOR MORE INFORMATION on household hazardous waste, contact:
NYS Department of Environmental Conservation
Division of Solid & Hazardous Materials
Bureau of Waste Reduction & Recycling
625 Broadway, Albany, NY  12233-7253
Tel:  (518) 402-8705




