Village adopts Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System Program (MS4)

On March 10, 2003, the Village filed with the NY DEC for a NY State Pollution Discharge Elimination System (SPDES) general permit under the MS4 program. The program is required for all municipalities and special districts in urbanized areas, to reduce non-point source pollution. Non-point source pollution includes everything washed off our lawns and streets, like pathogens, sediments, pesticides and herbicides, nitrogen and fertilizers, toxins, oils, heavy metals, debris and trash, and discharged to streams, ponds and the Bay.

The Village has developed a storm water management program, which is available for review at the Hall, as required for coverage. The Plan describes specific actions that will be taken over a five-year period to reduce pollutants and protect the Village’s storm water quality. Six "Minimum Control Measures" (MCM’s) are required by the General Permit. They are:

1. Public Participation and Outreach on Storm Water Impacts 

2. Public Participation and Involvement 

3. Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination 

4. Construction Site Runoff Control 

5. Post Construction Runoff Control 

6. Pollution Prevention and Good Housekeeping

The Plan includes a listing of Best Management Practices (BMP’s) in each MCM to be implemented by the Village, working with the coalition of local municipalities in the Manhasset Bay Protection Committee and Nassau County. The Plan also provides a schedule for implementation. The BMP’s, measurable goals and implementation schedule were selected based on their ability to meet specific permit requirements and upon a general assessment of effectiveness, applicability, and cost. Effectiveness of the selected BMP’s, and success in achieving the selected measurable goals will be reviewed annually in a public forum and modified if necessary. Existing activities designed to protect the Bay’s water quality, like street sweeping and tree planting, will be supplemented with new practices. Regulations, like Soil and Erosion Control, will be enforced and enhanced.

The Plan was developed and reviewed by the Village’s Board of Trustees, Building Department and Highways Department. Trustee Wilson-Pines and Superintendent Baron participated in the Nassau County Task Groups, a combination of municipal officials and consulting engineers, during a series of meetings held in 2002 and 2003. Because the Village is an active partner in the Manhasset Bay Protection Committee, the Nassau Task Groups, and has followed the development of the MS4 program closely, we were able to produce the Plan in house and avoid costly consultant’s fees.

Implementation is expected to result in reductions of pollutants discharged into Manhasset Bay and the Long Island Sound, resulting in cleaner water for fishing, swimming, boating and wildlife.

What you can do to help

As part of the Village MS4 Non- Point Pollution Reduction Program, there are many simple things you can do right now to improve water quality. The most important thing to know is that storm water is not treated. It flows directly into the Bay, carrying with it everything on lawns, driveways, gutters and streets.

If you sweep, rake, blow or drop anything (leaves, grass, dirt, sand, trash, cigarette butts) into the street it will go down the gutter during the next rain and into the Bay. Leaves and grass decompose and deplete the water of oxygen, contributing to fish kills. Dirt and sand accumulate and block boating channels. Trash washes up on the beach and can kill birds and fish. Cigarette butts are the number one item found during beach clean ups. Alternate side parking regulations allow the Village to keep the streets swept and remove debris before it washes away, but that’s only one day a week. You are responsible for the other six days.

Please avoid using herbicides and pesticides, especially if rain is forecast. Many are poisonous to fish. They can also percolate into our drinking water. Don’t spread fertilizer if rain is forecast, and follow directions. Position sprinklers so that water does not run of into the street. The Port Washington Water District has alternate side watering regulations and allows only 2 hours of watering per day. Pick up after your dog, not only because it’s the law, but because the coliform bacteria in your pet's poo = closed beaches.

Non point source pollutant will be very difficult to control without your help. It’s a beautiful Bay, but only you can keep it that way.

